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7. — 1. Discourses, Doctrinal and Practical. By Edward N. Kirk, 
D. D. 12mo. pp. 225. 

2. The Missionary Sisters: a Memorial of Mrs. Seraphina Haynes 
Everett, and Mrs. Harriet Martha Hamlin, late Missionaries of the 
A. B. C. F. M. at Constantinople. By Mrs. M. G. Benjamin. 
12mo. pp. 335. 

3. Memoir of Mary Lundie Duncan : being Recollections of a Daugh- 
ter. By her Mother. 16mo. pp. 384. 

4. The Bible Hour; or, Scripture Lessons for the Little Ones at Home. 
By the Author of " Our Pastor's Visits," " The Christian Year- 
Book," &c. 16mo. pp. 268. 

5. The World's Birthday. A Book for the Young by Professor L. 
Gaussen, Geneva, Author of " It is Written," etc. 16mo. pp. 270. 

6. Ruined Cities of the East. By the Rev. Dr. Tweedie. 16mo. 
pp. 193. 

7. The Morning Star: History of the Children's Missionary Vessel, 
and of the Marquesan and Micronesian Missions. By Mrs. Jane 
S. Warren. 16mo. pp. 309. 

8. Jerusalem and its Environs ; or, The Holy City as it Was and Is. 
By the Bet. W. R. Tweedie, D. D., Author of " Rivers and Lakes 
of the Bible," " Seed-Time and Harvest," " The Early Choice," &c. 
&c. 16mo. pp. 224. 

9. Annals of the Poor : Narratives of the Dairyman's Daughter, the 
Negro Servant, and the Young Cottager. By the Rev. Legh Rich- 
mond, Rector of Turvey, Bedfordshire. With a Life of the Author, 
by the Rev. John Ayre, A. M. 24mo. pp. 285. 

10. History of Christianity to the Time of Constantine. With an In- 
troduction, by Rev. F. D. Huntington, D. D., late Professor in 
Harvard University. 12mo. pp. 147. 

11. The Persian Flower: a Memoir of Judith Grant Perkins, of 
Oroomiah, Persia. 24mo. pp. 204. 

12. Quench not the Spirit. By Rev. Newman Hall, B. A. 16mo. 
pp. 64. 

13. Tales for My Children. The Way to be Happy; or, The Story of 
Willie, the Gardener Boy. — The Head or the Heart; or, "Knowledge 

puffeth up, Charity edifieth." — Trust in God; or, Jenny's Trials. 
By Catherine D. Bell. 16mo. pp. 171. Boston: American 
Tract Society. 1860. 

The books named above — some of them new, others in a new 
issue — have all been put in circulation by the Tract Society which 
has this city for the centre of its operations, since we prepared our last 
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quarterly list of new publications. They are all of them handsomely 
printed ; most of them appear in a very attractive form ; and several 
of them are embellished with pictorial illustrations of superior excel- 
lence and beauty. They are such books as cannot fail of interesting 
numerous classes of readers. They are not obtrusively sectarian, 
though they are not without frequent recognition of the doctrines of 
that portion of the Christian Church under whose auspices they are 
published. Their direct aim is to impart elementary religious instruc- 
tion, to hold forth examples of elevated piety, and to act upon the con- 
science and the will of their readers ; their incidental purpose and ten- 
dency are to infuse with what appertains to our common Christianity 
the peculiar views of Christian doctrine of which the officers of the 
Society are representatives and advocates. While as to these views we 
dissent from them, we rejoice, for the cause of religion, in the judicious 
and skilful use of this instrumentality, and, so far as denominational in- 
terests are favorably affected thereby, it is a success fairly won by the 
outlay of enterprise, zeal, and industry. The same method is open to 
other denominations, and the manly and Christian course for them is to 
enter upon it with equal wisdom and vigor, instead of complaining of a 
vantage-ground legitimately gained. At the present day the popular 
press has a much wider and deeper influence than the living voice, and 
those who best understand its management, and are most assiduous in 
its use, hold the master-key to the general mind and heart. 

The scope embraced by these publications is worthy of our emphatic 
notice and admiration. Here, in a single quarter, we have from the 
Society's press sermons by one of our most eminent divines, able trea- 
tises on Scriptural geography and archaeology, biographies that have a 
surpassing charm for readers of every class, tracts that have been cir- 
culated for a long series of years with the most beneficent agency, simi- 
lar productions that now first see the light, and books adapted to the 
religious needs of the nursery and the school-room. Thus every variety 
of taste is catered for, all ages and conditions are consulted, every ave- 
nue to the public attention occupied. It is impossible to over-estimate 
the worth of such a system of operations. The religious tract in its 
original form was of very narrow and doubtful utility. In its homely 
livery, of shape and type that distinguished it from every other publi- 
cation, circulated with but little reference to conventional proprieties, 
thrust aggressively upon the unprepared and unwilling, and not infre- 
quently rude and pugilistic in tone and temper, it was often received as 
a challenge rather than as a gift; and while the instances in which 
such missives accomplished their purpose were carefully sought out 
and set forth, there was probably a much larger number of cases in 
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which they produced irritation, awakened repugnancy, and strength- 
ened opposition to the doctrines they taught. Far otherwise is the 
influence of such publications as we have now before us, taking their 
place quietly among the best literature of the day, winning acceptance 
by their beauty of form, and the intrinsic worth of their contents, 
sought as holiday presents, gracing the centre-table, and constituting 
the most ornamental portion of the child's or the poor man's library. 
It is a change in which every friend of religion must discern a most 
forceful means of usefulness, in the place of a method liable to serious 
objections and drawbacks. 

Our limits will not permit us to criticise these books separately ; but 
we must pause for a moment on the one which stands at the head of 
our list. Most of these sermons of Dr. Kirk are closely and exclu- 
sively " practical," and those that are " doctrinal " are devoted mainly 
to the illustration and defence of the author's own creed, not to the 
refutation, much less to the abuse, of those who believe differently. 
The only exception to this statement which we have encountered is a 
shrewd and felicitous collation of certain texts from the expositors of 
the form of naturalism now rife and rampant, with the recorded sayings 
of Jesus Christ. The discourses in this volume, taken together, de- 
serve to be regarded as model sermons. We have heard and read 
many discourses which contained profounder thought, finer writing, 
deeper pathos, loftier eloquence, but hardly any that have so well ful- 
filled the conditions of efficiency which belong to the pulpit. They are 
simple in style, explicit in statement, affluent in familiar illustrations, 
and direct and earnest, as if the author wrote, not only with his hear- 
ers present to his thought, but with the solemn weight on his own 
mind of the truths and duties he is urging upon them. There is, 
therefore, no abstract discussion ; but statement, argument, and appeal 
are blended as they would be in an animated conversation on similar 
themes. Dr. Kirk's style is indeed colloquial in its ease and anima- 
tion, in the entire absence of the declamatory vein, and in perfect free- 
dom from the artificial restraints of the pulpit. At the same time, he 
never lets himself down into what are termed in a bad sense colloqtn- 
alisms ; but his taste is always severely pure, and his diction in gravity 
and dignity corresponds to the vastness and loftiness of his themes. 



8. — Home Ballads and Poems. By John Greenleaf Whittiee. 
Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1860. 16mo. pp.206. 

As we have on former occasions expressed our critical judgment as 
to "Whittier's rank 'among the poets of the day, and as many — perhaps 



